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ABSTRACT
Thin 'is the fourth consecutive year that Hofstra

UnivNty has cooperated with the American Council on Education sand
the University of California at .Los Angeles (ACE/UCLA) in its ninth
annual survey of-Amerj.can freshmen. 'The Student Information Pori
(S/V was the survey instrument. Results indicate that the Hofstra
data are consistent with the national trends.in. all but a few

.
instances. Nationally, and at the priiate colleges, the percentage of

'freshmen with. parents in the $30400 or over category is increa0ing,
while at'Hofstra that percentage is decreasing. Hofstra is seeig its
increase morit the middle income range. The racial makeup of
Hofstra freshmen continues to remain essentially the same.. However,
the percentage Of -Jewish students in Hofstrals freshien. cliss has
been decreasing since,1971, the first year for which there is data.
The percentage of men in the freshmen class has risen from 51 percent
,,t0 61 percent in the last four years. Bdsiness contiftes to,be a very
.prominent major and career choice at Hofstra..Fewer.kofstra freshmen
this year believe it is important to ,deyelop'a philosophy of life or
to influence social valUesithan in past yeats. The fact that freshmen
were offere4 financial assistance caused this to be the second most
important reason for selecting Horstri; acade is reputation continues
as the number one reason. (Author/PG)
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EDUCATION
TmS DOCUMENT WAS BEEN "REPRO
DICED EXAM), AS RECEIVED PROMCharacteriSties of 1971 - 1974 Rofstra Freshmen THE PERSON OR ORGANItATiONORtOIN
ATING IT POINTAOF VIEW OR OPINIONS. ,
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SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OFPauline Lichtenstein and Cheryl Block EDUCATION i OSITION OR POLICY

This is the fourth consecutive year that Hofstra' University has cooperated
with the Cooperative Institutional Research Program of. the American Council on Education
and the University of California at Los Angeles (ACE/UCLA) in its.ninth annual survey
of American freshmen. The StUdent Information Fori'($1F), the survey instrument used,
is "revised annually to reflect the changing concerns of the.academiccommunity.",
This revision, however valuable, accounts,for. the missing data on several variables.

.

A slight change in the wording of somenof the questions makes it' difficult to detepine
whether or not the change is real or is a result of the 'perception of a different
question: Of the 300,000 responses to the questionnaire received by the CIRP, 190,000

. from freshmen entering 364 institutions were determinei to be representative and used
in calculating normative data for many groupings of institutions.

Fojr the second year, thq CIRP has prepared and published national norms based
on the selectivity of the college. In Hofqtraks attempt to understand its-place relative
to colleges with different levels of selectivity, we have included such norms for 1973
and;.1974 for 4-year private nonsectarian colleges. The selecitvity definition is based
on average combined SAT.scorei.' lofstra was assigned to the medium category (1000-1149).
We show that norm as well as low (999 or less), high (1150-1249), and very. high (1250
or greater) selectivity. A$ in past 7ears,.normative data for.freshmeri at all 4-year
colleges are also includedu We are. thus able to see trends over 'the same four years for
which we haie Hofstra.data.

Data are reported as percentages'to the nearest whole number. Items omitted
from this year's'questionnaire are not included in the report except where,they can be
used to help interpret a new item.

1

Several national trends at all 4-yetr colleges become.apparent upon examination
of the data. As the average high school grade of freshmen continues ,to increase somewhat,
so do thbir expectations for achieving at least a 'B' average in college. The average
income of parents continues to increase slightly. There is'a decline in freshmen
concern about financing their college education. Freshmen consider themselves less
liberal politically - raore4imiddle-of-the-road" - even at the private high and very high
selectivity schools. The percentage of those who wish to abolish college grades has
dropped significantly over the recent years as well as the percentage of those who believe
that college officials have been too lax on;studentprotests on campus. .The trend toiard
less concern with environmental pollution:alio continues.

.
.

The Hofstra data are consistent with Vie national trends mentioned above in all
zio but a few instances. Nationally, and at the private high and very high selectivity

colleges, the percentage of freshmen with parentstin the $30,000 or over'catdgory is0, increasing, while at Hofstra, that percentage is decreasing. Hofstra is seeng its
increase more in the middle income range. The racial makeup of Hofstra freshmen
continues to remain essentially the same. However, the percentage of Jewilh students4 in Hofstra's freshman class has been decreasing since .1971, the first.year for which we.% have data. The percentage of men in the freshman class has risen from; 51770 to 61x in the

1,4
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last four years. Business continues to be a very proMinent major and career choice at
Hofstra. Fewer Hofstra.freshmen, this year, believe it is important to develop a

/4'philosophy of life or to influence' social values than in past yearti.."The fact that
freshmen wele offered financial assistance climbed to Ole second most important reason
for selecting Hofstra; academic reputation contiatiesa* the number one reasoa..

How do the Hofstra freshman compare to those at high and very high sele'ctivity
..cblleges? As was observed last year; a.much larger percentage of freshmen at 'last a

ti
expect to major in business than at thealigh and very high selectivity schools whe q a'
much larger percentage expect to major in.the social sciences. Freshmen at Hofs a .0.11
plan to pick careers where there is opportunity for rapid upward advancement, where they
will be well off financially, and where the occupation is highly respected. On the
other hand, students at high and very high,skectivity colleges stip.l plan to pick careers
where they can contribute to society, work with ideas, and where: they have an instrinsic
interest in the field, Hofstra freshmen thin it is much less' likely that they will
change theit &major or career or seek any kind of.counseling than students dt more'
selective. colleges. A larger proportibn of Hofstra freshmen plan to complete-theii
higher education with a bachelor's degiee and a smaller proportion with a Ph.D. or .Ed.D
than roohman at higher selectivity colleges. HoWever, about the same proportion at ..

,

Hastra plan to acquire professional degrees and master's degrees as at the Are a$selective college. .
4,,I)

,N ' ;...

., ,
)

It: is interesting that. there arc four a6hievement items that a larger ,percentage
of Rofstri freshmen expect to accomplish thad any othek freshman group in this report,
i.e. "graduate with honors", "be elected to an academic honor society", "make at least
a 'B' average", and "be more.successful.than most:"

Students at Hoisva see themselves as much iless liberalo not place great
'importance.on influencing the political strilcture or even keeping up with political
affairs'in'comparison to high and very high selectivity colleges., Hofsdh students
estimate that they are also much less likely.to 'be satisfied with their college thanstudents at the other private schools, however, the percentage of Hofstra freshmen ex-

. pecting to be satisfied with their college increased this year over last.
. .

Parental income at higher s.4ectivit,0,,schogls is much higher than at 1b 4straand Hofstra students get less support of $1000 and over frEem-their pareits, work moreat outside job's, get less support from work study and more support ftam state scholarshipsand grants except in the $1000 or over category where other medium selectivity colleges.receive more aid. Due to the fact that this is a new series of questions, however,'further comparisons cannot be made. '

V
The most important reason given by all freshmen, including Hastrajreshmen,^for selecting their college'w'as the quality of the acadegicireputation. However, thepercentage of Hofstra freshmen stating this was smaller than the percentage at theother private colleges, although hTgher than last yeir. The'second most importantreason for Hofstra freshmen was that they were offered financial-assistance. (There hasbeen a 9% increase since 1973 of thode at Hofstra checking the financial aid category.)

The percentage of commuters among freshmen at kofstra is much greater andconversely, the proportion,ofdorm residents is much smaller that at the other colleges.

(
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1
In summary, several trends about the Hofs 4ra fteshmati class of 1974 are

noting.wort 'ng. The proportion of men in the class cpncinues.to increase. The entireclan Continues toward the faiddle-of-the-road politically and away from kiberalism.
More of this year's freshmen come from middle. income families than iii recent years,and there has been a sizeable increase over .1973 of those expressing financial aidof fetcel as a very important reason in selecting Hofstra. A larger percentage of theefres n also noted academicrsputation as being an important factor in their decision,to come to 'Hofitra this year than last yeat. More Hofstra freshmen this year aspire ..

4
to bachaori,s degrees and professional degrees and fetter to graduate degrees than last 4.I...year. The percentage of students with.. an 'A' average in high school incteased from22% to,:33%. Probably reflecting this increase in academic quAlity, a much.great'er ..
percentage of this year's freshman class.,than lastrYear's expect to graduate 'with honors,

l

be elected to an honor society, makeat least a 'B' average, get a bachelgr'lk degree,and be lore successful- than most.. There is a moderate increise over last yak in theAmber of freshmen whio expeci,to be satisfied with Hofstra and slight decrease in thenumber who expect to transfer to anoth0 school.
. "t .

,.
4:;'' ..,

We. tave certainly' net discussed all Of the ,specific comparisons possible inthis report, and leave it to the reader to do so. Seve ;al other floras are,availableat our °Mee.
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